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PORT NELSON UNITED CHURCH NOTEBOOK — October 4, 2026

OUR VALUES: AFFIRMING—CARING—GROWING SPIRITUALLY—REACHING OUT

1

life and ministry.

)

Port Nelson is an Affirming Ministry of The United Church of Canada. We affirm,
include, and celebrate people of every age, race, belief, culture, ability, income
level, family configuration, gender, gender identity, and sexual orientation in our

W40 AFFIRMING STATEMENT

4 4 &~ "2l RECOGNITIONOF TERRITORY AND TREATY

We ééknowledge that the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee and the

Anishinaabe first peoples, covered by the Fort Albany Treaty in 1701. With respect for their history, their spirituality,
and their culture, we give thanks for God’s gift of gathering in this space on this land.

TODAY

Find the service livestreamed on our Port Nelson
YouTube channel at:
www.youtube.com/c/portnelsonunitedchurch

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

There are many opportunities to contribute to the
needs in our community and to the life and work of
Port Nelson United Church. Scan the QR code with

!H mastercard
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM

October 11th  Thanksgiving Sunday
October 18th  World Food Day

Celebration of Communion
October 25th 22" Sunday after Pentecost

All Saints Memorial Service
Celebration of Communion

TAIZE PRAYER TONIGHT AT 7:30 PM

A Service of Prayer with the Songs of Taize will be held
Sunday, October 4th at 7:30PM in the sanctuary. All are
welcome to this reflective time to end the day and begin
the week.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAMS

Nursery is staffed by two people starting at .
10:15AM and located on the lower level for G|
infants and toddlers with a pager available. g 4
Godly Play is for children SK to Grade 6 to
make meaning through story, wonder, and r - f
play. Children begin in the worship space with their
family and then head out to Godly Play at the “Sharing
of the Peace”.

Pinnacle Young Leaders is for youth in Grades 7-12 to
build leadership skills & to explore current issues from a
faith perspective. The youth join their family in the
worship space at the beginning of worship, then head
out to the Youth Room at the “Sharing of the Peace”.

PRAYER TEAM REQUESTS

Please request prayers by using the prayer request
cards in the pews for placement in the prayer boxes or
email Mary Carey at careymb75@gmail.com. New
members are always welcome. Please contact Mary if
you wish to become part of the Team.

November 1%

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Oct. 23 - Catherine Gee
Oct. 23 - Susan Posgate

Oct.
Oct.

1 - Liz Philips
3 - Henk Kuiper

Oct. 5 - Jeanette Berkeley Oct. 25 - Janice McNeil-Sweeny
Oct. 6 - Elaine Whiskin Oct. 26 - Lynda Nichols

Oct. 9 - Beverley McLean Oct. 26 - Maya Mously

Oct. 13 - Rosemary Carr ~ Oct. 28 - Amy Thomblison

Oct. 15 - Grace Wei-Palmer Oct. 28 - Paul Sweeny

Oct. 17 - Claire Laurie Oct. 29 - Jean MacBride

Oct. 20 - Nancy Leithead
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CALLING PORT NELSON HOME

Are you relatively new to Port Nelson? Would you like
to learn more about our church family, about the
United Church, about the Christian faith? Are you
wondering what membership at Port Nelson looks like?
A gathering is being planned for November. Contact
Rev. Michael Brooks if you are interested in knowing
more: michael@portnelson.ca

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM

Baptisms will be celebrated on Sunday, November
22nd, 2026 and Sunday, January 10th, 2027. If you are
interested in the sacrament of Baptism for you or
someone in your family, contact Rev. Michael Brooks:
michael@portnelson.ca

STAFFING ANNOUNCEMENT

The Ministry and Personnel Committee has been
working to address the operational staffing needs in
the PNUC office. We are pleased to share that we have
developed and filled two new positions in the office
that will work as peers to manage the operational
demands of the church and requests from the wider
community starting October 5th, 2026. April Vaughan
will be the Facilities Manager and Gillian Forrest will be
the Office Manager. We are thrilled to have them join
the PNUC staff team in these new roles. We know you
will be supportive and patient as they learn their
respective responsibilities.

VACATION - JOCELYN BIRKES

Jocelyn Birkes, Developer of Children and Youth
ministry and Developer of Affirm ministry, will be on
vacation October 5th—18th.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

“Is it possible for me to leave my RRSPs or RRIFs to Port
Nelson?” You bet! and a wise financial move, too! When
we die, these investment vehicles become fully taxable.
Leaving them all or in part to the church will provide your
estate with a charitable receipt for the full amount
donated. In turn this could significantly offset the tax
impact on your estate. And you may designate your gift
to any area of our congregation’s work that you wish. For
information, contact Tod Wright at 905-639-8268 or

tod.wright@sympatico.ca or Marty Wamsley at ‘

905-681-6216 or martyjwamsley@gmail.com
Enduring Gift:

An enduring gift—it’s ours to leave.
UPCOMING EVENTS
INTRODUCTION TO GODLY PLAY OCTOBER 17TH

Saturday, October 17th 10:00AM Are you a curious
adult, a parent, grandparent, minister or lay reader
interested in how Godly Play can enrich worship and
programming for children and all-ages? Join usin
person for an ‘Introduction to Godly Play’ and a
Conversation led by Godly Play Storytellers and United
Church Regional staff. Refreshments provided. Free of
charge. Register at: Godly Play - Shining Waters.
Questions? contact Karen Eade, karen@portnelson.ca
or Jocelyn Birkes, jocelyn@portnelson.ca

WARD 4 CANDIDATES MEETING -OCTOBER 20TH

There will be a gathering of candidates for councillor for
Ward 4 in the upcoming municipal election on Tuesday,
October 20th at 7PM (doors open at 6.30PM) in the
Roseland Room. All are welcome to attend. In addition to
the two candidates for councillor, candidates for school
board trustees will also be present.

SMALL GROUPS STARTING IN SEPTEMBER

*Comfort Crafters: 4th Friday of each month at 9:30AM
*Book Lovers: Last Wednesday of the month at 1:00PM
*Caring Wisdom Circle: Sept 24th Family Room 1:30-
3PM Together we will choose a book for inspiration as
we continue to share our life journey. All are welcome!
Please contact Laurel Grace at laurelgd3@gmail.com
*Monday Meditation: Come and find the quiet centre in
the crowded life we live.

Time: 7-8PM Place: Family room Wear comfortable
clothing and something to drink. Please come a little
before 7 so we can start promptly at 7PM Contact
Laurelgd3@gmail.com if you would like to attend as we
have limited space.

FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE STARTING MID-OCTOBER

PNUC Friendship Bridge: Starting mid-October. New
members welcome and encouraged! We play six times a
year. You choose your date to play with another pair, in
your own home. In May we have a wind-up afternoon at
the church. Contact Beth Kuiper at
bhkuiper@sympatico.ca or 905-320-0720 cell or
905-639-7131 home

MISTLETOE MART INFORMATION SESSION

TODAY!!! - Family Room following the service
« Casual drop-in. Bring your questions
« Meet others and find out how you can help
« We'll match your availability and interests to a
volunteer role
o Volunteer sign-up sheets will be in the Gathering
Place next Sunday, Oct 11"

Did you know that, on the church website portnelson.ca
there are opportunities listed to volunteer time and
service at Port nelson? and, if you are a group or ministry
leader and are in need of helpers, send a brief summary
of the needs to the church office - office@portnelson.ca
and it can be added to the Volunteer Opportunities page
on the website.

SERVING COFFEE

We require helpers to serve and clean up after Fellowship.
Special Group Volunteers are always welcome to
participate. ONLY 1 Sunday per year, please contact:
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Leslie Harrison 905-320-6522
harrisonleslie04@yahoo.ca or
Cyndi MacPhee 289-259-2946
cyndimacphee@gmail.com

MEALS OF HOPE

We are currently seeking volunteers for:

Dishwashing Help - Saturdays, 1:30-2:30PM. Join our
Saturday Kitchen crew and lend a hand with dishes.
Food Delivery - Saturdays, 10:00-11:00AM Help deliver
prepared meals to City Hall in Hamilton. No heavy lifting
involved . Please contact Nisha at nisha@portnelson.ca

OCCASIONAL CUSTODIAL ASSISTANCE

Do you have time during the day? In the event that our
custodian is ill or on holidays, we need someone to fill in.
The position would entail general cleaning and set up and
take down for events. We are looking for one or two
people who would be willing to be contacted as the need
arises. IF you are interested, please email
guyattk@gmail.com - Karen Guyatt, Chair, M&P

TELEMINISTRY

We are pleased to announce that Our Teleministry
Program will be commencing in October.

Our 10 member Teleministry Team will be making friendly
phone calls to church members twice per year. Our
purpose is to check in, listen, and provide support as
needed.

MUSIC AT PORT NELSON!

Would you like to participate in the music program at
Port Nelson? If so, please contact Mark directly. Speak
with him during the coffee hour or by email at
mark@portnelson.ca. We have openings in the choir -
for 2 altos, and 2 sopranos, and 2 spots in the Bellisima
Bells group who rehearse at 4:30PM on Mondays. An
ability to read music is an asset! A desire to learn is
encouraged!

MISTLETOE MART -THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

Collectibles: Donated items should be clean, polished and
in sale-ready condition.
Contact: Nikki Brooks nbrook327@bell.net 905-648-6504

Knitting: Wool and patterns are available. All we need are
knitters!

Contact: Dawna McDade dawnamcdade@gmail.com
905-483-0492

Jewelry/ Scarves/ Purses: Donations needed
Contact: Janice Sweeny jsweeny@sympatico.ca
905-517-0126



mailto:tod.wright@sympatico.ca
mailto:harrisonleslie04@yahoo.ca
mailto:harrisonleslie04@yahoo.ca
mailto:harrisonleslie04@yahoo.ca
mailto:cyndimacphee@gmail.com
mailto:cyndimacphee@gmail.com
mailto:cyndimacphee@gmail.com
mailto:laurelg43@gmail.com
mailto:laurelg43@gmail.com
mailto:laurelg43@gmail.com
mailto:laurelg43@gmail.com
mailto:Laurelg43@gmail.com
mailto:mark@portnelson.ca
mailto:nbrook327@bell.net
mailto:dawnamcdade@gmail.com
mailto:jsweeny@sympatico.ca

	PORT NELSON UNITED CHURCH NOTEBOOK — October 4, 2026
	OUR VALUES: AFFIRMING—CARING—GROWING SPIRITUALLY—REACHING OUT
	AFFIRMING STATEMENT
	RECOGNITIONOF TERRITORY AND TREATY
	OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
	TODAY

	TODAY
	FINANCIAL SUPPORT
	CALLING PORT NELSON HOME
	UPCOMING SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM
	CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM
	CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM
	TAIZE PRAYER TONIGHT AT 7:30 PM
	CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAMS
	STAFFING ANNOUNCEMENT
	PRAYER TEAM REQUESTS
	VACATION - JOCELYN BIRKES
	IS IT POSSIBLE?

	VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
	Did you know that, on the church website portnelson.ca there are opportunities listed to volunteer time and service at Port nelson?  and, if you are a group or ministry leader and are in need of helpers, send a brief summary of the needs to the church office - office@portnelson.ca and it can be added to the Volunteer Opportunities page on the website.
	SERVING COFFEE
	We require helpers to serve and clean up after Fellowship.  Special Group Volunteers are always welcome to participate.  ONLY 1 Sunday per year, please contact:


	UPCOMING EVENTS
	INTRODUCTION TO GODLY PLAY  OCTOBER 17TH
	Leslie Harrison 905-320-6522 harrisonleslie04@yahoo.ca or Cyndi MacPhee 289-259-2946 cyndimacphee@gmail.com
	Saturday, October 17th 10:00AM  Are you a curious adult, a parent, grandparent, minister or lay reader interested in how Godly Play can enrich worship and programming for children and all-ages?  Join us in person for an ‘Introduction to Godly Play’ and a Conversation led by Godly Play Storytellers and United Church Regional staff.  Refreshments provided.  Free of charge.  Register at:  Godly Play - Shining Waters.  Questions?  contact Karen Eade, karen@portnelson.ca or Jocelyn Birkes, jocelyn@portnelson.ca

	MEALS OF HOPE
	We are currently seeking volunteers for:
	Dishwashing Help - Saturdays, 1:30-2:30PM.  Join our Saturday Kitchen crew and lend a hand with dishes.
	Food Delivery - Saturdays, 10:00-11:00AM Help deliver prepared meals to City Hall in Hamilton.  No heavy lifting involved .  Please contact Nisha at nisha@portnelson.ca

	WARD 4 CANDIDATES MEETING -OCTOBER 20TH
	OCCASIONAL CUSTODIAL ASSISTANCE
	There will be a gathering of candidates for councillor for Ward 4 in the upcoming municipal election on Tuesday, October 20th at 7PM (doors open at 6.30PM) in the Roseland Room. All are welcome to attend. In addition to the two candidates for councillor, candidates for school board trustees will also be present.
	Do you have time during the day?  In the event that our custodian is ill or on holidays, we need someone to fill in.  The position would entail general cleaning and set up and take down for events.  We are looking for one or two people who would be willing to be contacted as the need arises.  IF you are interested, please email guyattk@gmail.com - Karen Guyatt, Chair, M&P

	SMALL GROUPS STARTING IN SEPTEMBER
	TELEMINISTRY
	*Comfort Crafters: 4th Friday of each month at 9:30AM
	*Book Lovers: Last Wednesday of the month at 1:00PM
	*Caring Wisdom Circle: Sept 24th Family Room 1:30-3PM Together we will choose a book for inspiration as we continue to share our life journey. All are welcome! Please contact Laurel Grace at laurelg43@gmail.com
	*Monday Meditation: Come and find the quiet centre in the crowded life we live.                                                  Time: 7-8PM Place: Family room Wear comfortable clothing and something to drink. Please come a little before 7 so we can start promptly at 7PM Contact Laurelg43@gmail.com if you would like to attend as we have limited space.
	We are pleased to announce that Our Teleministry Program will be commencing in October.
	Our 10 member Teleministry Team will be making friendly" phone calls to church members twice per year. Our purpose is to check in, listen, and provide support as needed.

	MUSIC AT PORT NELSON!
	Would you like to participate in the music program at Port Nelson? If so, please contact Mark directly. Speak with him during the coffee hour or by email at mark@portnelson.ca. We have openings in the choir - for 2 altos, and 2 sopranos, and 2 spots in the Bellisima Bells group who rehearse at 4:30PM on Mondays.   An ability to read music is an asset! A desire to learn is encouraged!

	FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE STARTING MID-OCTOBER
	PNUC Friendship Bridge: Starting mid-October. New members welcome and encouraged! We play six times a year. You choose your date to play with another pair, in your own home. In May we have a wind-up afternoon at the church. Contact Beth Kuiper at bhkuiper@sympatico.ca or 905-320-0720 cell or         905-639-7131 home

	MISTLETOE MART -THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND
	Collectibles: Donated items should be clean, polished and in sale-ready condition.                                                     Contact: Nikki Brooks nbrook327@bell.net  905-648-6504
	Knitting: Wool and patterns are available. All we need are knitters!
	Contact: Dawna McDade  dawnamcdade@gmail.com      905-483-0492
	Jewelry/ Scarves/ Purses: Donations needed
	Contact: Janice Sweeny  jsweeny@sympatico.ca              905-517-0126

	MISTLETOE MART INFORMATION SESSION
	TODAY!!! - Family Room following the service
	Casual drop-in.  Bring your questions
	Meet others and find out how you can help
	We’ll match your availability and interests to a volunteer role
	Volunteer sign-up sheets will be in the Gathering Place next Sunday, Oct 11th




