
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
Sunday, March 26th, 2023 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

GATHERING IN COMMUNITY 
 

**indicates standing, as able 
 

PRELUDE        Sicilienne                               R. Jones 
         A Morning Contemplation                             S. Vann 
 

WELCOME                 Searching Within ~ Reaching Beyond         …Michael Brooks 
 

Please rise to sing: 

**VOICES UNITED    256        O God beyond All Praising 
 

**CALL TO WORSHIP     
     As long nights give way to light and winter sleep to fresh beginnings,  
          we come today to be reminded of God’s love for us. 
     Like the green shoots of renewed life stirring beneath the soil, 
          we welcome an awakening of God’s word in our lives. 
     In this time of reflection and repentance, 
          we affirm our identity and we claim our security as children of God. 
     Come, then, let us worship God!                              (Gill Le Fevre, Oakville, Ontario) 
 

**PEACE GREETING                                                                     
     May the peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
     (sharing words and signs of peace; children and youth may proceed to programs) 
 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION   God Weeps (More Voices 78)     
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                  (Won Hur, Midland, Ontario – adapted) 
     Holy God,  
          your son Jesus wept over his friend Lazarus. 
     Do we still weep at the losses in life?  Or have we become complacent? 
     Do we still weep when forest fires rage and when animals die? 
     Do we still weep as floods destroy homes and livelihoods? 
     Do we still weep for those suffering from illness?   
     Do we still weep for those who live with anxiety and depression? 
     Do we still weep for injustice, for those who experience ongoing racism,       
          bullying, and discrimination of all sorts?  

     Do we still weep for those who have no more tears to shed,  
         who have no more prayers to say, who have no more dreams to dream? 
     Holy God, do we still weep?         (Silent Confession) 
 

MORE VOICES   69        Kyrie Eleison   (sing three times)   
     Kyrie eleison   (Lord, have mercy) 
 
A PRAYER OF ASSURANCE 
     O Christ,  
          who weeps for us and with us,  
               we know that you are in our pain and in our suffering.   
     We also know that you are in our deepest longings. 
     We long for your kingdom to come.   
     We pray that our tears of sorrow will lead to tears of joy.   
     Then may our tears of joy turn into a celebration  
          as we dance our way into a revolution of your love.  Amen. 
 

MORE VOICES   91  (sing three times)        
     Cradle me in your arms, cherish and comfort me. 
     O Jesus, source of healing love, in your presence I am free. 
 
COMMUNITY PRAYERS                           …Martha Reynolds 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   (unison) 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
          thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; 
     And forgive us our trespasses, 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
     And lead us not into temptation, 
          but deliver us from evil:  
     For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
          forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
                                   
 

SEEKING TO GROW SPIRITUALLY 
    

         

FIRST READING                           Romans 8: 6-11              …Susan Redgrave, reader 
 

**VOICES UNITED    382        Breathe on Me, Breath of God 
 



 
**GOSPEL BIBLE READING  John 11: 1-45    
     For the Word of God in Scripture, among us, and within us. 
          Thanks be to God. 
   
SERMON                      JOURNEYING 
   5.  Where are We Led? 
 
 
 

RESPONDING IN CARE 
 

INVITATION FOR OFFERING               
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM         Peace for the Children      arr. J. Locke
                      …Claire Sweeny, flute 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION    

 

 

  

 

REACHING OUT IN LOVE 
 

**VOICES UNITED    586           We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection 
   
**LENTEN CANDLE LITURY 
     Conversations and consolation – a situation without hope.  Or is it? 
     God summons us beyond the here and now. 
     The redeeming love of God reaches into the depths. 
     Let us journey through the shadows toward the light.    (Cindy Randall, Toronto) 

     (Candle is extinguished)  
 

**MORE VOICES   118         
     Me alone, me alone in-a the wilderness. 
     Forty days and forty nights in-a the wilderness. 
 

During the Lenten season, we are invited to leave the worship space  
quietly and reflectively 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday March 26, 2023 


